
 
 

The First Women in the Marine Industry 
International Event at METSTRADE heralded 
a great success 
The first Women in the Marine Industry International Event to be held at METSTRADE 

has been heralded a tremendous success by organisers and attendees alike. 

Hosted by British Marine, Soundings Trade Only and METSTRADE, the event 

welcomed more than 120 women, and men, at the METSTRADE Elicium Theatre on 

Wednesday morning, 16 November. The event format included a breakfast networking 

session followed by an industry leadership panel. 

Niels Klarenbeek, Director of METSTRADE, and Lesley Robinson, CEO of British 

Marine, offered opening remarks followed by Michele Goldsmith, Publisher 

of Soundings Trade Only, who introduced the morning’s panel speakers: Malin 

Schwartz, Senior Vice President, Volvo Penta; Nona Pedersen, General Manager, 

Propspeed; Delphine Planes, Vice President of Purchasing, Groupe Beneteau, Boat 

Division; Barbara Amerio, CEO PerMare Group and Leontien Moulijn, Franchise 

Development Manager EMEA, Freedom Boat Club a division of Brunswick. 

During the panel discussion, the speakers shared their backgrounds, experience and 

insights as female leaders working in the marine industry with the packed theatre and 

thoroughly engaged audience. 

Speaking of the event, Lesley Robinson commented: “What an incredible event, with an 

inspirational panel of women. We have been delighted by how many people have joined 

us today. It just shows that there is a real appetite for inclusive events of this nature.” 



Michele Goldsmith, who moderated the panel, added: “I am so pleased with the turnout 

at today’s event and to hear from attendees how they found great value in the content 

provided from this dynamic, intelligent, and empowering panel. I would like to thank 

British Marine and METSTRADE for their support in making the first Women in the 

Marine Industry International event at METSTRADE a success.” 

Panellists Nona Pedersen, General Manager at Propspeed and Delphine Planes, Vice 

President of Purchasing, Groupe Beneteau, Boat Division, also shared their views on 

the event. 

“It is important for us to share our struggles and successes with each and not feel alone 

in this. It is so empowering to sit here today in a room full of people who all want to 

make a difference,” commented Nona. 

While Delphine added: “I have loved being at this event today. The atmosphere has 

been really relaxed, the audience has been really engaged and everyone seems to 

have had a good time. This is an important topic, but it is wonderful to be able to 

discuss the issues without any drama. The variety of the panel was amazing, and 

Michele did an amazing job bringing it all together today.” 

Another driving force behind the Women in Marine movement and bringing this event to 

fruition has been Barton Marine CEO, Suzanne Blaustone. “As a veteran woman in 

business, it is wonderful to come to an event like this and still learn new things from 

women like these. It is so necessary for women to meet, network and feel the support 

that other women can provide in the industry and that we continue to push these events 

forward in the future,” Suzanne commented. 

In closing Lesley added: “I would like to thank everyone who joined us here today to 

make this first Women in the Marine Industry International event here at METSTRADE a 

great success and of course my thanks to all of our speakers, METSTRADE, Soundings 

Trade Only, Barton Marine and Marine Industry News for bringing this all together.  I 



very much look forward to the next one and seeing this event go from strength to 

strength.” 

The Women in the Marine Industry International event was also supported by Marine 

Industry News. 

The Women in the Marine Industry International panel discussion was videotaped and 

will be made available at www.Metstrade.com in the near future. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION 

For more information about METSTRADE, please contact Eva van de 

Pol, e.vd.pol@rai.nl. 

For more information about Soundings Trade Only, please contact Michele J. Goldsmith 

at mgoldsmith@aimmedia.com. 

For more information about British Marine, please contact the British Marine press team 

at pr@britishmarine.co.uk 

  

About METSTRADE 

METSTRADE is the world’s largest trade exhibition for equipment, materials, and 

systems for the international leisure marine industry. RAI Convention Centre organises 

it in cooperation with ICOMIA (International Council of Marine Industry Associations). 

The event’s target audience includes yacht builders, naval architects, refit yards, 

distributors, dealers, wholesalers, captains, marina owners and marine equipment 



manufacturers worldwide. METSTRADE 2022 will run from 15-17 November 2022 at 

RAI Convention Centre 

British Marine 

British Marine (the trading name of British Marine Federation Limited) is the trade 

association for the UK leisure, superyacht, and small commercial marine industry. It has 

over 1,500 members drawn from both seagoing and inland sectors and represents an 

industry which employs more than 36,000 people in the UK. 

British Marine also owns and operates the Southampton International Boat Show (15-24 

September 2023), London Luxury Afloat (18-22 April 2023) and the British Marine 

National Conference (28 February – 1 March 2023). For more information about the 

work of British Marine and how to join, please visit the 

website: www.britishmarine.co.uk, or follow British Marine 

on Twitter, LinkedIn and Facebook 

Soundings Trade Only 

Soundings Trade Only is a marine business-to-business information multi-media brand. 

It includes a monthly print publication, and digital entities including an e-newsletter, web, 

and social media sites. Soundings Trade Only offers the latest business news, and 

information about products, trends, statistics, management, and marketing insights, and 

more to the marine industry. It is part of the AIM Marine Group, which includes other 

publications including Yachts International, Power & Motoryacht, SAIL, Anglers Journal, 

Soundings, PassageMaker and Woodshop News. The AIM Marine Group is a division 

of Active Interest Media. For more information, please visit www.tradeonlytoday.com, for 

your free 

 


