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Freedom Boat Club Honored with IBWSS Communication Award 
Recognizing its Commitment to Boating and Water Safety 

VENICE, Fla. – March 17, 2022 – The National Safe Boating Council (NSBC) today announced 
the International Boating and Water Safety Summit (IBWSS) Communication Award recipients 
recognizing Freedom Boat Club for its Boat Safe. Have Fun. Initiative as the Community Impact 
award winner. The awards represent an annual celebration of the creative ways boating and 
water safety advocates are communicating with the public about safety on and in the water. 
“We are honored to be recognized for our commitment to safety and applaud the National Safe 
Boating Council for raising awareness of boating and water safety among our community 
through this initiative,” said Cecil Cohn, Freedom Boat Club Network president.  “This award 
represents our longstanding commitment of creating robust, hands-on training programs and 
making safety a top priority among our passionate community of 70,000+ members.”    
Freedom’s Boat Safe. Have Fun. initiative was established in 2004 and has grown year-over-
year in enhancements and exposure. As part of the initiative, each member of Freedom Boat 
Club is required to complete a four hour on-water new member orientation taught by a National 
Safe Boating Council certified instructor. The course is focused on boating safety with hands-on 
experience and each member has unlimited access to on-water training with a certified captain 
at Freedom’s 330+ locations as part of their membership. Today, more than 70,000 members 
and an estimated 200,000 guests of members have been exposed to Freedom’s best-in-class 
safety protocols.  
“We were impressed with the number of leaders in the boating community doing extensive 
outreach all over the country. This year brought particularly strong and creative awareness 
initiatives that made a significant impact,” said Peg Phillips, executive director of the NSBC. 
The annual IBWSS Communication Awards were presented at the 2022 International Boating 
and Water Safety Summit in Washington D.C. To view the full list of award winners, click 
here: https://www.safeboatingcouncil.org/2022-ibwss-communication-awards-honor-leaders-in-
boating-and-water-safety-outreach/.   

  
About Freedom Boat Club 
Freedom Boat Club, a division of Brunswick Corporation (NYSE: BC) and headquartered in Venice, 
FL., is the world’s oldest and largest boat club with more than 330 locations in 34 states, Canada, 
and Europe.  More information about Freedom Boat Club and membership opportunities can be 
found at www.FreedomBoatClub.com and franchise opportunities 
at www.FreedomBoatClubFranchise.com. 

  
About Brunswick Corporation 
Headquartered in Mettawa, Ill., Brunswick Corporation’s leading consumer brands include Mercury 
Marine outboard engines; Mercury MerCruiser sterndrive and inboard packages; Mercury global 
parts and accessories including propellers and SmartCraft electronics; Advanced Systems Group, 
which includes industry-leading brands such as Simrad, Lowrance, C-MAP, B&G, MotorGuide, 



Attwood, Mastervolt, RELiON, Blue Sea Systems, CZone, and ASG Connect system integrators; 
Land ’N’ Sea, BLA, Payne’s Marine, Kellogg Marine, and Lankhorst Taselaar marine parts 
distribution; Mercury and Quicksilver parts and oils; Bayliner, Boston Whaler, Crestliner, Cypress 
Cay, Harris, Heyday, Lowe, Lund, Princecraft, Quicksilver, Rayglass, Sea Ray, Thunder Jet and 
Uttern boats; Boating Services Network, Freedom Boat Club and Boat Class.  For more information, 
visit brunswick.com. 
 


