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New York Yacht Club American Magic, U.S. Challenger for the 36th America’s Cup, today announced that the
Port of Pensacola will serve as the team’s winter training base in late 2018 and early 2019. The team was formed
in 2017 to win the America’s Cup, the highest prize in sailing and the oldest trophy in international sports.

Until warmer weather returns to the team’s primary training location in Newport, Rhode Island, over a hundred
American Magic personnel will sail and support the Mule (https://youtu.be/E0gb0Lb2gzM), the team’s advanced
38-foot test boat, on the sunny waters of Pensacola Bay. American Magic’s presence represents the first time
an America’s Cup syndicate has trained on the Gulf Coast of Florida since 1970.

“Pensacola brings a lot to the table for our team,” said Terry Hutchinson (Annapolis, Md.), Skipper and
Executive Director of American Magic. “Pensacola will give us consistently good sailing weather, a large and
protected flat water training venue, efficient logistics and a welcoming community. The Port of Pensacola has
been very accommodating as we set up our base, and really stepped up to create an ideal facility for an

LATEST

WINTER BASE OPENS AT PORT OF
PENSACOLA

©  A M O RY  R O S S©  A M O RY  R O S S

WINTER BASE OPENS AT
PORT OF PENSACOLA

1 3  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8  1 9 : 3 6

HELLY HANSEN &
AMERICAN MAGIC TO TAKE

ON THE AMERICA'S CUP
2 5  O C TO B E R  2 0 1 8  1 4 : 5 0

AMERICA'S CUP
CHALLENGER TAPS AIRBUS

EXPERTISE
2 3  O C TO B E R  2 0 1 8  1 7 : 2 1

TRAINING WEEK AT
OAKCLIFF

2 3  O C TO B E R  2 0 1 8  1 4 : 5 2

SKIPPER'S NOTES: US
SAILING ON THE RISE

2 3  J U L Y  2 0 1 8  0 9 : 5 9

(/en/news/18_WINTER-BASE-
OPENS-AT-PORT-OF-

PENSACOLA.html)

(/en/news/16_HELLY-HANSEN-
AMERICAN-MAGIC-TO-TAKE-ON-

THE-AMERICA-S-CUP.html)

(/en/news/15_AMERICA-S-CUP-
CHALLENGER-TAPS-AIRBUS-

EXPERTISE.html)

(/en/news/14_TRAINING-WEEK-
AT-OAKCLIFF.html)

(/en/news/13_SKIPPER-S-NOTES-
US-SAILING-ON-THE-RISE.html)

(/en/home) NEWS(/EN/NEWS) TEAM(/EN/TEAM) ABOUT(/EN/ABOUT) PARTNERS(/EN/PARTNERS) PRESS(/EN/MEDIACENTER)

https://youtu.be/E0gb0Lb2gzM
https://americanmagic.americascup.com/en/news/18_WINTER-BASE-OPENS-AT-PORT-OF-PENSACOLA.html
https://americanmagic.americascup.com/en/news/16_HELLY-HANSEN-AMERICAN-MAGIC-TO-TAKE-ON-THE-AMERICA-S-CUP.html
https://americanmagic.americascup.com/en/news/15_AMERICA-S-CUP-CHALLENGER-TAPS-AIRBUS-EXPERTISE.html
https://americanmagic.americascup.com/en/news/14_TRAINING-WEEK-AT-OAKCLIFF.html
https://americanmagic.americascup.com/en/news/13_SKIPPER-S-NOTES-US-SAILING-ON-THE-RISE.html
https://americanmagic.americascup.com/en/home
https://americanmagic.americascup.com/en/news
https://americanmagic.americascup.com/en/team
https://americanmagic.americascup.com/en/about
https://americanmagic.americascup.com/en/partners
https://americanmagic.americascup.com/en/mediacenter


12/17/18, 9)53 AMWINTER BASE OPENS AT PORT OF PENSACOLA -

Page 2 of 2https://americanmagic.americascup.com/en/news/18_WINTER-BASE-OPENS-AT-PORT-OF-PENSACOLA.html

America’s Cup team.”

American Magic’s first exposure to Pensacola came during July 2018, when Team Principal and CEO Hap Fauth
(Naples, Fla.) and team sailors Bora Gulari (Detroit, Mich.) and Caleb Paine (San Diego, Calif.) gave an America’s
Cup presentation (https://youtu.be/STDGmFddvEo) to over five hundred junior sailors, coaches and families at
the Optimist U.S. National Championship hosted by Pensacola Yacht Club.  

“We’re excited and grateful that Pensacola Yacht Club and the local sailing community have embraced
American Magic and extended their hospitality since our first visit,” said Hutchinson, a sixteen-time sailing world
champion. “Pensacola Bay is a world-class sailing venue, and hopefully our time here will help raise awareness
of just how great it is to race and train in this region of the U.S.”

“Having American Magic training here for the winter not only provides the Port of Pensacola with a unique new
customer, but shines a worldwide spotlight on the amazing natural sailing venue that is Pensacola Bay,” said
Port Director Amy Miller. “Our hope is that we can work with tourism officials and our local sailing community to
leverage this exposure and attract more training and competition venue opportunities in the future.” 

The Port of Pensacola features world-class facilities and a convenient location. Port assets include a wide and
deep channel, thousands of feet of dockage, extensive indoor and outdoor storage, direct rail access, a full
range of cargo handling equipment and an experienced staff. 

The 36th America’s Cup match will take place in Auckland New Zealand, in March 2021. Prior to the America’s
Cup, American Magic will compete in several America’s Cup World Series events and the Prada Cup, the
Challenger selection finals. The Challenger who wins the Prada Cup in early 2021 will earn for the right to face
the current Defender, Emirates Team New Zealand, in the America’s Cup match.

New York Yacht Club American Magic
37 West 44th Street
New York, NY 10036 
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