
 
Military Outreach USA to Partner with Chicago Park District, 
Local Yacht Clubs and Mercury Marine 
to Honor Veterans with a Day on Lake Michigan July 1 
  
METTAWA, Ill. (June 18, 2018) – Military Outreach USA, a national not-for profit 
organization serving U.S. military veterans, will partner with Mercury Marine, the world 
leader in marine propulsion and technology, the Chicago Park District and five Chicago-
area yacht clubs to honor our nation’s veterans by offering them a chance to spend 
some time on the water Sunday, July 1. 
  
Reaching out to local veteran’s organizations throughout the Chicago area, Military 
Outreach has invited 250 veterans to enjoy an afternoon of sailing and power boating 
free of charge on Lake Michigan.  As part of the group’s first Veterans Boating Day, the 
veterans and their guests will be welcomed aboard craft donated and piloted by owners 
who belong to five Chicago-area yacht clubs - Burnham Park Yacht Club, Chicago 
Yacht Club, Chicago Corinthian Yacht Club, Columbia Yacht Club and Jackson Park 
Yacht Club. 
  
Veterans Boating Day will begin at Chicago’s Burnham Park with a lunch, with 
participants then transported to the local yacht clubs.  After several hours on the lake, 
the group will return to Burnham Park for entertainment and other events. 
  
“We hope to encourage veterans to enjoy the therapeutic value of boating, while 
meeting and getting to know others in their community,” explained Joe Gross, partner 
development director for Military Outreach.  “In the case of formerly homeless veterans, 
for example, it provides the opportunity to socialize and re-establish and develop their 
socialization skills.  We also believe the event will help to create further awareness of 
the issues affecting veterans and the military community. 
  
“We are particularly pleased that this inaugural event has engendered the support of not 
only Mercury Marine and the Chicago Park District, but also the scores of Chicago 
boaters who willingly have volunteered their time and craft for such a worthwhile event,” 
Gross concluded. 
  
Founded in 2010, Military Outreach USA provides resources and support to caring 
partners who envision a nation where no one in the military community lacks the mental, 
spiritual, physical or material support needed to live a full and productive life. 
  



Since 2016, Military Outreach USA has assisted nearly 31,300 veterans.  Military 
Outreach has helped coordinate local drives to collect nearly 770,000 essential items, 
including 1,000 beds, needed by veterans who are moving into housing after being 
homeless. 
  
About Mercury Marine 
Headquartered in Fond du Lac, Wis., Mercury Marine is the world's leading 
manufacturer of recreational marine propulsion engines. A $2.6 billion division of 
Brunswick Corporation (NYSE: BC), Mercury provides engines, boats, services and 
parts for recreational, commercial and government marine applications, empowering 
boaters with products that are easy to use, extremely reliable and backed by the most 
dedicated customer support in the world. Mercury's industry-leading brand portfolio 
includes Mercury outboard engines; Mercury MerCruiser sterndrive and inboard 
packages; MotorGuide trolling motors; Mercury propellers; Mercury inflatable boats; 
Mercury SmartCraft electronics; Attwood marine parts; Land 'N' Sea marine parts 
distribution; and Mercury and Quicksilver parts and oils. More information is available at 
mercurymarine.com. 
  
About Brunswick 
Headquartered in Mettawa, Ill., Brunswick Corporation’s  leading consumer brands 
include Mercury and Mariner outboard engines; Mercury MerCruiser sterndrives and 
inboard engines; MotorGuide trolling motors; Attwood, Garelick, Mercury, Quicksilver 
and Whale marine parts and accessories; Land 'N' Sea, Kellogg Marine, Lankhorst 
Taselaar, Payne’s Marine and BLA parts and accessories distributors; Bayliner, Boston 
Whaler, Brunswick Commercial and Government Products, Crestliner, Cypress Cay, 
Harris, Lowe, Lund, Meridian, Princecraft, Quicksilver, Rayglass, Sea Ray, Thunder Jet 
and Uttern boats; Life Fitness, Hammer Strength, Cybex, Indoor Cycling Group  and 
SCIFIT fitness equipment; and Brunswick billiards tables, accessories and game room 
furniture. For more information, visit http://www.brunswick.com. 


